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Meetings start at 7 P.M. on the Last Thursday of the month except Nov., Dec., and Jan  

From the President’s shop… 

 

Let’s be honest—working on cars in the heat is not for the faint of heart. Those of us who have 

been elbow-deep in an engine bay on a 90-degree day understand this all too well: sweat-soaked 

shirts, hot metal, and the sun beating through open garage doors. Wrenches can get too hot to 

handle, and that one stubborn bolt often feels like a personal challenge from the universe.  

Many of us learned the craft of mechanics from our fathers, uncles, or neighborhood gearheads 

who always kept a rag handy, not just for grease, but also to wipe away the sweat. And there were 

always one or two fans that only seemed to push the hot air around. Yet, we keep at it for a reason. 

This isn’t just about fixing cars; it’s about bringing something classic back to life, and that’s worth 

every drop of sweat. 

There’s a particular pride in saying you swapped a fuel pump in the July sun or traced a finicky 

electrical issue during a heat wave. We all share a common understanding that every drop of sweat 

is part of the journey. It’s not just about turning the key; it’s about knowing you put your hands, 

mind, and heart into every turn of that wrench. Sure, we could wait until cooler weather rolls in, but 

for many of us, summer is when we finally have the time to tackle these projects and prepare for 

the fall events. 

So, if you’re out in your garage this month, dripping with sweat and cursing at a stuck bolt, 

remember that you’re not alone. That effort, however hot and slow it may feel in the moment, is 

part of something much bigger. You’re laying the groundwork for that perfect fall drive or ensuring 

your ride is ready for an evening cruise. Every twist of the wrench brings you one step closer. 
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Treasurer Position will be Open on November Ballet  

Charlie Kinhel will be stepping down as the treasurer at the end of the year.   

He has been serving as treasurer for many years.  He has been active in the “business” side of the 
club, serving as picnic treasurer and with “The New Orleans Antique Auto Show”.  He also hosted 
several Christmas parties, garage tour stops, oyster fries, and weenie roasts, and he has been involved 
with seven Louisiana tours in different capacities.    

With his extensive knowledge of the club, he will as the Club Historian, a position he has held for 47 
years.  Charlie will remain active in the club, especially as he is working on finishing the Lincoln, so 
he may earn a restoration award this year.  He is looking forward to training his replacement!     

 

So, thank you for all that you have done over the years.  Jack 

Summer garage time often walks a fine line between ambition and heat exhaustion. And when the 

day is done—when the tools are put away, your shirt is soaked through, and your ride finally turns 

over just the way it should—there’s no better reward than a cold beer and the hum of satisfaction. 

 

Keep Wrenching 

Jack 

Kar Kalendar 

July 31 6:00 PM General Membership Meeting 

The Red Maple, 1036 Lafayette St., Gretna 

August 28 6:00 PM General Membership Meeting 

Bistro Orleans, 3216 W. Esplanade Ave, Metairie 

September 25 6:00 PM General Membership Meeting 

Pedro’s Taco & Tequila Bar, 69368 LA-21, Covington   

October 30 6:00 PM General Membership Meeting 

Bistro Orleans, 3216 W. Esplanade Ave, Metairie 

November 20 6:00 PM General Membership Meeting 

The Red Maple, 1036 Lafayette St., Gretna 

December 13 TBD Christmas Party 

All Saints Episcopal Church, 100 Rex Drive, River Ridge, LA 



Horseless Carriage Club, Kar Kapers 

 

Horseless Carriage Club Meeting 

Thursday, June 26, 2025 

 

Jack opened the meeting at 7:00. 

 

After the Pledge of Allegiance, and Barry saying the Bless, Jack talked about how he and Charlie 

drove by the Air Force base where the B-2 flew from on their mission to Iran.  He said we should 

never forget the contribution of our military and hope that they will reach a peace agreement 

soon.  He then congratulated LSU on its 2025 baseball championship.  

 

There were thirteen members and one guest in attendance; we seem always to be just short of a 

quorum. He mentioned that Thomas was out at a DeSoto event, but he is working on getting 

Sacks on Fifth Avenue up and running and may host a future event there. Jack mentioned the 

quality of Larry’s minutes and recognized the effort that he put into the work, even taking notes 

at the crawfish boil.  

 

Cristy made a motion, and Brandon seconded the approval of the May minutes. The motion 

passed. Jack noted that dues remain relatively low despite the rise of other expenses, such as the 

price of gas.   

 

Jack also mentioned that we need to reach out to existing members to attend the meetings, as it 

would be easier than focusing on getting new members. (We currently have 67 members.) 

 

Charlie reported that the club remains adequately solvent. The 50/50 from Red Maple was $33, 

and Eastside Collision made a donation for the advertisement in the Kar Kapers. We took in 

$831, and we paid out for three refunds for the LA Tour, at $233, reimbursement for the crawfish 

boil, and some other lingering items from the LA Tour.  

 

Jack discussed old business.  He mentioned he had only one complaint: it was hot!   He also 

commented on the recent Kar Kapers and is always looking for articles.  He did want an update 

on the revised statue of the Louisiana antique car.   

 

Jack discussed new business.  Barry discussed not getting the Kar Kapers.  We will discuss email 

and notifications at the next Board meeting. 

 

Jack led a discussion on attracting new members to the club.  

 

He also mentioned the Spark at the crawfish boil about getting Bruce’s lift working.  He also 

provided an update on his trip to get both his car and Charlie’s finished.  The Lincoln can drive 

in and out of the garage but still needs more work until the body can be mounted on the car. 

 There is a Board meeting on July 16 at Piccadilly in Metairie, with a general membership 

meeting on July 26 at the Red Maple.   
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Barry mentioned his recent work on turning a 1934 Lincoln into a street rod.  He has a color 

picked out and has finished fixing the trunk. He mentioned talking to Jay Armstrong, who is 

doing well. 

 

Cheryl won the 50/50. 

 

Cristy made a motion to close, and Charlie seconded it.  Meeting adjourned at 7:34 pm.  

 

Minutes prepared by Bruce Lambert, Editor 

 
 

The Emotional Value of a Car: More Than Just Metal and 

Wheels 

A car is more than just metal and rubber; it holds memories, symbolizes relationships, and 

witnesses important moments in our lives. Some cars are valued for their rarity or performance, 

but many have deeper emotional worth. 

In Alan Jackson’s song "Drive (For Daddy Gene)," an old truck and a wooden boat represent a 

father’s love, shared through time spent driving. David Ball’s song "Riding with Private Malone" 

tells how a man buys a used 1966 Corvette, only to find it belonged to a soldier who died in 

Vietnam. The car becomes a way to connect with the fallen soldier and honor his sacrifice.  

David Allan Coe's "The Ride" features a hitchhiker picked up by the ghost of Hank Williams in a 

Cadillac, showing the legacy left in the driver’s seat. In "1979" by Smashing Pumpkins, the car 

symbolizes youthful rebellion and freedom. Bruce Springsteen’s "Racing in the Street" shows 

the car as a symbol of escape, but also of life's burdens and sorrows.  In real life, many families 

keep a loved one’s car unchanged long after they pass away. Elvis Presley’s pink Cadillac is 

more than a car; it is an American symbol. Whether it’s a celebrity’s car, a lost loved one’s, or a 

moment that changed your life, the real value of a car also includes the stories it carries. 

 

Congratulations to the Rounds! 

Long-time member Clark Round and his wife Joann 

celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary on July 17. Joann 

celebrated her 80th birthday on July 20th. The club sends 

them our best wishes as they celebrate them! Thanks to all the 

club members who sent them cards to help them celebrate 

these milestones! 



Horseless Carriage Club, Kar Kapers 

For Sale 

Kenny Gaubert, a friend 

of the Kinhel family, is 

selling his 1959 Ford 

Deluxe Coupe, 

featuring a Ford or Ford 

Small Block 302 engine 

and C-4 Transmission.  

It is House of Kolor 

Paing, “Tangelo Pearl 

Orange, with 12500 

miles.”  Asking 

$32,500.   

504-615-4516 
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A few humorous notes:  

• I didn’t realize how bad my driving was until my GPS said, “In 400 feet make a slight right turn, 

stop, and let me out!” 

• It’s a good day.  The bulb finally burned out on my check engine light. 

• “Say, why did the motorist bring a ladder to the garage?” 

“Because he heard the prices were going through the roof!” 

• “My car’s got a new horn.” 

“Oh yeah? What’s it sound like?” 

“Mostly like a scream when the brakes don’t work.” 

• “I bought a second-hand car.” 

“How’s it run?” 

“It doesn’t—it walks, limps, and occasionally crawls.” 

• “What’s the difference between a car and a politician?” 

“One backfires occasionally. The other does it every time it opens its mouth.” 

 

 



Horseless Carriage Club, Kar Kapers 

Louisiana Revamps Antique Vehicle Registration: What Car Owners Need to 

Know for 2025 

The Louisiana Legislature passed HB520, which establishes a state and local sales and use tax 

exemption for certain antique motor vehicles, increases the fee for issuance of special license 

plates for those vehicles, and establishes the "Louisiana Innovation" prestige license plate. 

Digest of the bill as proposed by the Conference Committee 

Proposed law establishes an exemption from state and local sales and use taxes on 

non-commercial motor vehicles manufactured at least 35 years ago and valued in 

excess of $10,000. Defines such vehicles as "antique motor vehicles" for purposes 

of proposed law relative to the sales and use tax exemption. Further provides that, 

for purposes of proposed law, "used for commercial purposes" shall not include 

use within La. in the production of a motion picture. 

Present law establishes a one-time $25 fee for issuance of a special license plate 

for certain antique motor vehicles and motorcycles. Proposed law retains present 

law for antique motor vehicles valued at less than $10,000, but increases the 

license plate fee from $25 to $1,000 for antique vehicles valued at $10,000 or 

more and eligible for the sales and use tax exemption provided in proposed law. 

Proposed law applies to sales, registration, or transfer of antique motor vehicles 

occurring on and after July 1, 2025.  

It appears that this bill only applies to the purchase and transfer of antique cars valued at over 

$10,000, and it does not seem to address other related issues of antique car ownership.  The Act 

is a tax/revenue bill rather than anything else. 

Editor (Based on State of Louisiana Legislative Digest) 

 

Most Expensive Cars Ever Sold 

A handful of cars have transcended their mechanical origins to become rolling works of art—

fetching astronomical prices that rival fine art and real estate.  The most expensive car ever sold 

was a 1955 Mercedes-Benz 300 SLR Uhlenhaut Coupe for $142 million. Here's a look at the 

most expensive cars ever sold through public auctions.  Maybe with the next tax changes, it will 

be worth it to avoid the State sales tax.   

Car Price Year 

1962 Ferrari 250 GTO $48.4M 2018 

1957 Ferrari 335 S Spider Scaglietti $35.7M 2016 

1954 Mercedes-Benz W196 $29.6M 2013 

1956 Ferrari 290 MM $28M 2015 

1935 Duesenberg SSJ $22M 2018 
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 Thanks to our Sponsors! 

 

 

 HORSELESS CARRIAGE CAR CLUB  

Bruce and Suzie Lambert 

10062 Hereford Road 

Folsom, LA 70437 

 


