© Kar Kapers

http://www.hccnola.org

August 2025

E-mail: president@hccnola.org, editor@hccnola.org

https://www.facebook.com/horselesscarriage.neworleans.” Volume XXIX Issue 8

Meetings start at 7 P.M. on the Last Thursday of the month except Nov., Dec., and Jan

August 28  6:00 pm General Membership Meeting
Bistro Orleans, 3216 W. Esplanade Ave, Metairie

From the President’s shop...

As summer fades and cooler days approach, car enthusiasts eagerly anticipate the fall tour season.
With events like Hershey and Cruisin’ the Coast on the calendar, it’s time to polish the chrome,
check the tires, and hit the road with friends who share the same passion.

What makes this season so special isn’t just the crisp air or scenic drives—it’s the camaraderie.
Whether you’re driving a pre-war Packard or a *70s muscle car, there’s immense joy in being with
people who appreciate the rumble of the engine and the stories behind every vehicle.

At Hershey, the Antique Auto Show feels less like a swap meet and more like a pilgrimage,
featuring rare parts, great finds, and the chance to form lifelong friendships all in one place.
Meanwhile, Cruisin’ the Coast brings together thousands of classic cars, creating a rolling
celebration of American car culture.

Of course, there’s always room for debate: what counts as an “antique”? For some, it’s all about
tailfins and chrome, while others might consider the boxy car they drove in high school to be the
standard. The term “antique” often sparks lighthearted discussions. For many, it defines post-war
sedans with sweeping chrome and tailfins, but for others, it includes a square *80s hatchback or
even a ’90s import that suddenly feels “old.” Time has a funny way of shifting perspectives: what
was once “used” can eventually be dubbed “classic,” and before long, it becomes an “antique.”
While definitions may change, the passion for cars remains constant.

That passion also involves sharing knowledge. From adjusting the points on a distributor to
troubleshooting modern electronics, enthusiasts pass down skills just as they have since Bertha




Benz demonstrated the car’s potential back in 1888. This exchange of knowledge is what keeps the
hobby alive.

As you prepare for the season—whether you’re heading to Hershey, Cruisin’ the Coast, or a local
club drive—remember that it’s not just about the cars. It’s about the stories, the laughter, and the
friendships that keep this community thriving. So here’s to fall: open roads, open hoods, and open
hearts.

Keep Wrenching!
Jack

Kar Kalendar

August 28 6:00 PM General Membership Meeting
Bistro Orleans, 3216 W. Esplanade Ave, Metairie

September 25 | 6:00 PM General Membership Meeting
Pedro’s Taco & Tequila Bar, 69368 LA-21, Covington

October 30 6:00 PM General Membership Meeting
Bistro Orleans, 3216 W. Esplanade Ave, Metairie

November 8 | 9:00 AM Barry and Janet Falgout's Texaco Gas Station Outing
62335 Friendship Church Road, Amite, LA

November 20 | 6:00 PM General Membership Meeting
The Red Maple, 1036 Lafayette St., Gretna

December 13 | TBD Christmas Party
All Saints Episcopal Church, 100 Rex Drive, River Ridge, LA

Horseless Carriage Club Meeting
Thursday. July 31. 2025

Horseless Carriage Club Meeting
Thursday 31 July 2025
Red Maple

Due to the planned absence of President Wade, Vice President Rogers will conduct tonight’s
meeting.

At 6:59 Thomas called the meeting to order.
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Thomas led the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance, and Barry followed with a prayer.

Thomas' opening remarks started by thanking the members in attendance for tonight’s meeting,
recognizing the core group of dedicated members who make the club a functional organization.

He emphasized the importance of encouraging members to stay in touch with one another,
offering a lift to the meeting, and keeping the older members engaged. He also reminded
everyone that we need new blood to take leadership roles in the coming year. All officer
positions are open; you can submit your name or another member you feel would do a good job.
Let’s work together and keep the club moving forward.

Charles presented the treasurer's report, explaining the credits and debits, including a donation to
the Italian Museum in Independence. He also said that the Christmas party is confirmed for
December 13th, at the same location as last year. A motion to accept the report was made by
Dave and seconded by Cristy. A show of hands from members confirmed the motion carried.
Thomas next asked if any changes needed to be made to the minutes as printed in the Kar
Kapers, and hearing none called for a motion to accept the minutes as printed. Bruce made the

motion and was seconded by Dave. A show of hands and the motion carried.

Bruce is once again asking for stories for the newsletter; they don’t have to be car-related, and
pictures are welcome.

Joann and Clark Round recently celebrated their 60th Anniversary! Congratulations to the Happy
Couple, and we wish them many more.

Bruce is looking for outing ideas. Is there someplace you think would be of interest to our
members? Ernie mentioned he has a few articles he will be sending.

Bruce said he and Suzie will be hosting the pig roast again this year.
Ernie said he is looking at a possible tour of Baumer Foods and the Zatarain plant.
Thomas and Dave went to a Chrysler Meet at Carlisle and had a great time.

Charlie reports that he continues to make progress on the Lincoln; the body is back on the frame,
and it moves under its own power.

Our next meeting will be held at Bistro Orleans on August 28th.
There was no 50/50 raffle tonight.

With no further business to discuss, Charles made a motion to adjourn and was seconded by
Ernie. Meeting closed at 7:34 pm.

Submitted,
Larry Larmeu, Secretary
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The National DeSoto Meeting

The National DeSoto club convention was held in Akron, Ohio, from June 26 through June 29,
2025. We asked our friends, Tim and Janice Gray, to go along to help with driving. They have a
1952 DeSoto four-door sedan. . = . —

We planned our trip to include ‘ '¥‘>\\ X _ ; T4 —0
Dollywood in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, | ’ onalADeSo ) ( 1
as we had our grandson, Julian, along for |
his second convention, taking frequent

gas stops and bathroom breaks. Since we

had to stop often, I got to enjoy my first

Buc-ee’s. I must say, getting fuel there is a
blessing, especially when pulling a trailer.
The brisket sandwiches and jerky were

une 25-29, 2025
; ‘Akron, O ’_

also a treat. Dollywood was very friendly,
and Julian got to ride his first roller
coaster. After the first ride, he looked at me and said, “This is NOT for me.”. He really enjoyed the
area where they forged knives made from horseshoes. He also got to forage for gold and fossils
through the panning and sluicing method.

We got to Akron early and decided to visit the NFL Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio, about 25 miles
south, which was very interesting.

On the first afternoon, we had a “meet and greet” dinner at our hotel. The convention began with a
car tour to visit Stan Hywet Hall and its gardens, the mansion of F.A. Seiberling, founder of the
Goodyear Tire Company. (Stan Hywet is an old English word for a stone quarry.) Simply amazing is
all I can say. It is a must-visit. We also went on a steam locomotive train ride around the city and the
surrounding countryside.

Friday's tour started at the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. This
is another “must-see”. We then visited the Antique Airplane,
Motor Car, and Carousel Ride Museum, which has a very
interesting history and offers private tours.

The Show Day on Saturday started with a rainstorm but
turned into a baking oven, something we all feel here in New
Otleans.

Our beautiful 1952 carnival red DeSoto convertible won Best
of Class, and a 1951 tan DeSoto convertible owned by kilt-

39th Annual National Convention,

¥ wearing Tim Holbert won Best of Show. A swap meet and ice
25-29 June,2025 cream social preceded the awards dinner. I sold four hubcaps
and a 1955 DeSoto grill.
At Akron, Ohio
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The event concluded with a farewell breakfast, attended by many old friends and new acquaintances,
as they bid each other farewell. The drive back to New Orleans
was almost uneventful, with only one trailer tire blowout. Tim
and I fixed it in record time: 12 minutes. We got good at this on
the last convention journey, changing a total of five trailer tires
on that trip. We thought we were ready to be on a pit crew at
the Indy 500!

We also received an award for the longest distance traveled with
a trailer, 1300 miles. We also received an award of special
achievement for the 2024 Convention, which we hosted in New
Orleans last year. Thank you again to all the members who
supported the Tour last summer.

We are looking forward to the next DeSoto convention in
Louisville, Kentucky, next year.

~ Proudly submitted by Thomas Rogers.

The Fuel of the Future?

Over the past 30 years, we have seen the development of hybrid and now fully electric cars. The
interesting thing is that the automotive industry has struggled to find the right fuel for cars. For
example, stagecoaches were pulled by horses, so the power source required oats, shelter, and
other essentials to pull the cart. While I have not
hitched wagons to a horse, having to get in a car
and turn the key is an upgrade!

There were multiple fuels available to the early
cars, including steam, electric, and gasoline/diesel.
All had their challenges, but in the end, you could
drive coast to coast on a single fuel source. Today,
the diversity of fuel makes this challenging. Who
knows what fuel we will have in 40 years? Will we
even be able to power up these classic cars?

Several years ago, Wired Magazine suggested the
truck stop of the future. I wouldn’t say they are that
far off, as I visited a gas station in lowa that offered
four different types of gasoline (ethanol-free, E10,
E15, and E85), diesel, and electronic charging
stations. And we all know people who have routed
trips to charge their electric car. It seems that
maybe the horse might be a simpler option.
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Thanks to our Sponsors!
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