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Meetings start at 7 P.M. on the Last Thursday of the month except Nov., Dec., Jan 

**** If you plan to dine with the members, please arrive at 6 P.M.**** 

From the President’s shop… 
   

The year is rapidly coming to a close with the November meeting and 2026 officer nominations 
made during the October General Membership meeting. You should find the 2026 ballot included in 
this issue of the Kar Kapers which has an empty spot for one position.  Maybe someone can step up 
and take the lead! Each member should complete a ballot and either submit it at the Christmas / 
Holiday party on December 13 or follow the mailing instructions on the ballot.  

The Annual Lambert Pig Roast was another success with what was estimated to be over 100 guests 
attending, even if the football game wasn’t. I heard tell that the Falgout Texaco gathering also 
achieved over 100 cars!    

I recently realized that I have a few more dollars in my pocket to spend on car parts because nobody 
has claimed my “Meal-on-Me” for getting “new” members into the club. I know that I owe Barry & 
Janet a meal because they brought in our newest members, Francis & Gilda Debelo (’67 Olds 
Cutlass) at the October meeting.  They are Janet’s brother and sister-in-law.  Welcome to the club!  

I will wrap up my time as President of the club by saying that I’ve enjoyed serving as your President.  
My leadership was always 100% in trying to make club functions more available and involving as 
many members as I was able to convince that they were reason for the club’s success.  In retrospect, 
I’m most proud of the effort that our club members made in sponsoring two Louisiana Tours that we 
put on: 2018 and 2025.  Both were well received by our companion clubs in Louisiana.  I’m also 
pleased with the SPARK program, and know that Charlie Kihnel and I would not have progressed as 
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Kar Kalendar 

Nov 20 6:00 
P.M. 

General Membership Meeting.  Bistro Orleans 
Bistro Orleans, 3216 West Esplanade Ave., Metairie, LA   

Dec 13 
(Sat) 

6:00 
PM  

Christmas Party  
All Saints Episcopal Church, 100 Rex Drive, New Orleans 

Jan 29 6:00 
PM 

Installation of 2026 Officers  
Location: TBD 

Feb 21 
 

TBD Annual Oyster Fest & General Membership Meeting 
Thomas Rogers and Gia Gary’s home. 
4100 Barataria Blvd, Marrero, LA 70072 

Mar TBD  Houma’s House Driving Tour and General Membership Meeting 
40136 Hwy 942 Darrow LA  

 
   
To add to your roster: 
 
Francis V. Debelo 
francis@txdebelo.com 
cell 713-384-1205 
 
Gilda Debelo 
gilda@txdebelo.com 
cell 713-446-1515 
 
350 Lake Court, Mandeville, LA 70448 
1967 Olds Cutlass Supreme Convertible 
 

 
Tim Gray 
Tee_guray@outlook.com 
228-239-8752 
 
Janice Gray 
jlg39564@yahoo.com 
228-209-1975 
 
7009 Baker Road, Vancleave, MS 39565 
1952 DeSoto S-17 Firedome 
 

much as we have without it.  As a legacy member, 
joining in 1975, I am proud to have had the 
opportunity to support the club and our members 
during my time as president.  

Jack 

PS- I recently awarded at $250 check to the 
Independence Italian Cultural Museum. - 
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Minutes of the Horseless Carriage Club Meeting 
Thursday 30 October 2025 

At 7:02 Jack called the meeting to order. 

Gil and Brandon led the membership with the pledge of allegiance and Barry followed with the 
prayer.  Jack’s opening remarks began with thanking the members in attendance for their 
participation in tonight’s meeting and asking for the guest to be introduced. 

Barry stood and presented Francis and Gilda Debelo. Francis is Janet’s brother and they recently 
moved back to Louisiana from Texas. They have a restored 1967 Oldsmobile Cutlass 
convertible. 

Jack next asked for approval of the September minutes as printed in the Kar Kapers. He thanked 
Thomas for recording the minutes. Dave and Brandon made the motion and a show of hands, 
motion carried. 

Charles gave the treasurer report, explained the credits and debits. Thomas made a motion to 
accept the report and seconded by Bonnie, a show of hands from members, motion carried. 

Jack discussed the following items of interest to our membership. 

Judy’s birthday was the 11th and Thomas the 12th. 

Anniversaries include Jack and Cheryl, 39. Rick and Victoria 40th and Frenchie and Virginia 
64th. 

Jack noted the board is aware of the problems with the delivery of the Kar Kapers. Delivery by 
the U. S Postal Service is inconsistent. Bruce will get the newsletter to the post office as early as 
possible to insure delivery prior to our meeting date. Also noted is the continuing problems with 
G-mail accounts that seem to block delivery of the newsletter. We are working to resolve this 
issue. 

Ernie sent in a nice article about an event held in the 1980’s and the adventures of driving old 
cars. 

At the recent board meeting, it was decided that, given our treasury is in good shape, the club 
will cover members' costs for club functions. 

Membership renewals for 2026 are coming due. The new member cost is 30 dollars, and the 
renewal is 20 dollars. (Quite a few members paid 2026 dues tonight) 

………………………………..Election of Officers for 2026………………………………. 

Nominations are open for 2026 Officers. Any member can nominate any member, if that person 
accepts , his name will go on the ballot. This is the status of nominations to date. Just because a 
name has been submitted for an office another members name can also be submitted for that 
office. 



November 2025  P a g e  4   

 President OPEN 
 Vice President Thomas Rogers 
 Secretary Larry Larmeu 
 Treasurer Dave Johnson 
 Newsletter OPEN 
 Sergeant-at-arms Gilbert Whittaker 

Working on our membership is a hotlist item. 

Barry’s son Brian is hosting an event at Barry’s Texaco on Saturday, the 8th of November. Bring 
your own food and drinks. Porta Potties will be provided. Bruce and Suzie will be hosting the pig 
roast again this year, also on the 8th. Bring a dish, call Suzie to coordinate. 

Navarre Restoration Award Jack reminded everyone working on a restoration to consider 
submitting their name and vehicle for the restoration award. 

Our next meeting will be conducted at Bistro Orleans on the 20th of November. 

Charles gave an update on the Spark program…Charles and Jack are working together on the ’25 
Lincoln and Jack’s ‘31 Cadillac roadster. They also have been hitting another Jaguar that has 
been slumbering for a few years. Frenchie has also been busy with his 2 Chevys and keeping 
Rick Vega’s 18 car fleet operational. Let’s keep it going! 

Thomas gave a quick update on “Crusin the Coast”… On Sunday, he met Rick Vega and his 59 
Chrysler and they spent the day enjoying the good weather and cars. Thomas and Tim met up 
and enjoyed the 52 DeSoto and got a “Chicks Pick” award. On Friday, Jack and Larry arrived in 
Jack’s 59 Buick Invicta convertible and met Thomas at the swap meet. After visiting many 
vendor booths we had a lunch under the trees, followed by more vendors, cars and cruising. As 
we headed home we had a flat tire, but it was changed and we were back on the road in 15 
minutes It was a really nice time. 

2026 will be the 30th anniversary of “Crusin the Coast”. Barry was there the first year and won 
awards 5 different years. Charlie and Artie are also long time registrants and participants. Gil 
noted that there are many YouTube videos of this and past year’s events. 

Charles gave an update on Hershey, held at the same time as CTC. The weather was great except 
one day. He said the event is getting smaller, less cars and less vendors, but it is the best event of 
its type in the country. He met up with Ray Strom, 94 years young, originally an HCC member 
who now lives in Oklahoma. Charles said he purchased his Pontiac from Roy many years ago. 
His favorite car he judged was a 1930 V16 Cadillac Roadster. He recommends everyone make at 
least one trip to Hershey to enjoy the cars, fellowship and many events hosted each year. 

Jack and Cheryl have been busy, first of to Alaska on a cruise to celebrate her birthday. Then 
upon returning home, got the model “T” loaded and headed to North Carolina, to the Biltmore 
and spent the week touring the area with other “T”s. He had a wiring bug, but was able to work it 
out. Got home, jumped in the ‘59 Buick, picked up Larry and spent the day at CTC. Next item, 
grabbed the Jaguar Roadster and headed to Mobile for a British car club event and to celebrate 
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their anniversary. Cheryl was happy with the cooler weather because her name for the Jag is 
“The Roaster”. 

The November meeting will be at Bistro Orleans. 

Jack asked Sergeant-at-Arms, Gilbert, to escort our prospective new members out of the room 
while a vote was held. After a show of hands, we welcomed two new members, Francis and 
Gilda Debelo! Congratulations and welcome to the Horseless Carriage Club. 

Gill announced the 50/50 raffle tonight has total of $90. A ticket was drawn from the bucket and 
Virginia wins $45.  With no further business to discuss, Thomas made a motion to adjourn and 
was seconded by Barry. 

Jack called the meeting closed at 8:08 pm. 

Submitted, 

Larry Larmeu, Secretary 

 

 

 Christmas/Holiday Party 

Election of Officers 

Socializing at 6 P.M. - Dinner served at 7:00 P.M. 

Saturday, December 13, 2025 

All Saints Episcopal Church, 100 Rex Drive, New Orleans 

RSVP is required - along with your contribution of a dish 

 
Christi Sclafini will coordinate, so please call her and let her know what you would like to 

provide, such as entrees, vegetables, drinks, dessert items, or paper products.  
Her Phone number is (504)473-2840. 
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“On point” at the very first Gretna Heritage Festival 

Submitted by Ernest A Schiro, Jr 
 
This year marked the 31st Gretna Heritage Festival. Despite being canceled for two years due to 
covid 19 pandemic, the three day four stage major MGM style production of today is a far cry 

from the humble, free to the public, family 
oriented one Sunday only event of 1994. 

The Horseless Carriage Club of New Orleans 
had the distinct honor of being invited to 
participate in that very first celebration.  Aunt 
Elodie (Chris) Ziifle, being a festival 

committee member and full member of HCCNO, asked me 
to get club participation with cars, of course. Not wanting 
to disappoint my favorite adopted aunt and not having an 
adequate time to publish information in the Kar Kapers, I 
went through the entire club roster and solicited members 
who would join in the festivities.  

Many members were already committed to the Glidden 
tour, Hershey or other events. Luckily, Eldon Martin, 
Howard, Kahn, Wilbur & Ruby Menge, Charles & Artie 
Froelich, Chuck & Emily Snyder, and Buddy Walton 
agreed to participate. Gwen, Elaine, and I met Eldon and 

Buddy at Buddy's home. We then caravanned 
Eldon's 1927 Packard and Buddy's 1929 Packard 
across the Constipated City Connection. 

Since the first event was small, we, HCCNO 
participants, were given parking on Third Street 
and Huey Long Avenue in front of the old 
Missouri Pacific depot. The weekend farmers' 
market vendors on Huey Long were just there 
getting organized on what is now a routine 
Saturday crowd draw. A few food and drink tent 
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vendors were present. Late in the 
afternoon, Frankie Ford and Buck Becker, 
Buck Baker, and the Esquires gave 
performances after we had departed for 
home.  

In those days, I had a propensity for 
pointing at things. Gwen was constantly 
chastising me for pointing frequently at 
some object or another. During the course 
of the fest, Gwen caught me pointing in 
some direction while conversing with our 
group. She pointed out criticism of my 
propensity for pointing in front of all of our 
friends, and now commenced our incessant and indiscriminate pointing as a group or as 
individuals. Even my mother, Aunt Chris, and my buddy and brother past master, Jack George, 
got into the act.  Gwen, when realizing her defeat, gave up her admonitions, nay, capitulated to 
the HCC group point.  

You will be surprised at how many passer-bys stopped to look at all directions in which our 
digits were extended. Presented herewith are a few photos to enjoy.    
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HCC 2026 Ballot 
 
Office Accepted Nomination Write in Candidate 

President     

Vice-President  Thomas Rogers   

Treasurer Dave Johnson   

Secretary Larry Larmeu Jr   

Editor Bruce Lambert   

Sergeant At 
Arms Gilbert Whittaker   

 

2025 Member of the Year: Write in  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To be counted mail this ballot to be received no later than December 6 by 
 
 

Charlie Kihnel, Treasurer (504) 835-0503 
208 Athania Pkwy 

Metairie, LA   70001-5204 
Or 
 
Bring it in a sealed envelope to the Christmas Party on December 13, 2025. 
All positions are still open to nominees.   
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HORSELESS CARRIAGE CLUB DUES 
 

Membership dues for 2026  are due BY January 1 and delinquent and subject to drop from roster by 
February 1..  Don’t miss out on the coming year’s activities!! 

 
ROSTER INFORMATION 

 Please update ALL information below whether or not there have been any changes to ensure your 
roster information for 2026 is correct.  Thank you. 
 
NAME:   
SPOUSE:   
ADDRESS:   
CITY, STATE, ZIP:   
PHONE: 
Home Work Cell FAX 

E-MAIL: 

Birthdays - Anniversary 

 
CAR(S) OWNED 

Year Make Model 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 
ACTIVE MEMBERS $20 / YEAR ($30 for first year of membership) 

 
Members who join after October 1 are considered current and do not owe additional dues. 

 
Please make checks payable to: Horseless Carriage Club of New Orleans 
 
and send with this form to: Charlie Kihnel, Treasurer (504) 835-0503 
     208 Athania Pkwy 
     Metairie   LA   70001-5204  
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 HORSELESS CARRIAGE CAR CLUB  
Bruce and Suzie Lambert 
10062 Hereford Road 
Folsom, LA 70437 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thanks to our Sponsors! 
 

 


